




Nova Southeastern University takes enormous pride in your success. 

On behalf of NSU’s faculty, staff, and board of trustees, I salute your 

academic and personal achievement. You have reached this milestone through 

hard work and intellectual effort, and we are pleased to recognize your 

dedication with today’s commencement ceremony.

Reflect on the gifts of knowledge and support you have received. Celebrate 

the friendships, skills, and strengths you have forged. Embrace the 

opportunity to apply these treasures as you start a new chapter in your 

life, hopefully, following your passion, not your fortune.

Our best wishes are with you today and in the future. Congratulations!

George L. Hanbury II, Ph.D. 

NSU President and CEO





Don Taft University Center
Davie, Florida

Thursday, the Ninth of May, Two Thousand and Nineteen 
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Order of Exercises

Prelude

*Processional

	 Crown Imperial (1937)................................................................................................................................. Walton

Convening the Commencement.........................................................................................Debra Moss Vollweiler, J.D. 
Grand Marshal 

Associate Dean and Professor of Law

Presiding Officer.....................................................................................................................George L. Hanbury II, Ph.D. 
President and Chief Executive Officer

*The Star-Spangled Banner................................................................................................................................. Key/Smith

O! say can you see by the dawn’s early light, 
What so proudly we hailed at the twilight’s last gleaming, 
Whose broad stripes and bright stars through the perilous fight, 
O’er the ramparts we watched, were so gallantly streaming? 
And the rockets’ red glare, the bombs bursting in air, 
Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there; 
O! say does that star-spangled banner yet wave, 
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave?

Welcome and Introductions..........................................................................................................Ralph V. Rogers, Ph.D. 
Provost and Executive Vice President for Academic Affairs

Opening Remarks............................................................................................................................... George L. Hanbury II

Dean’s Remarks.........................................................................................................................................Jon M. Garon, J.D. 
Dean, Shepard Broad College of Law

Introduction of Student Speaker..................................................................................................................Jon M. Garon

Address on Behalf of the Graduates.............................................................................................Kelly Ann DesRosiers 
J.D. Class of ’19

Introduction of Student Speaker..................................................................................................................Jon M. Garon

Address on Behalf of the Graduates..................................................................................................Maria Isabel Leyva 
Master’s Degree Class of ’19

Conferring of Honorary Degree 
Doctor of Laws....................................................................................................................................George L. Hanbury II

*The audience should stand during this part of the ceremony.
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Commencement Address................................................................................................................. Paulette Brown, J.D. 
(Biographical sketch in back of program)

Presentation of Candidates for Degrees.............................................................................................. Ralph V. Rogers

Faculty Hooders............................................................................ Dean Olympia Duhart, Dean Elena Marty-Nelson,  
Professor Timothy Arcaro, Professor Heather Baxter,  

Professor Megan Chaney, and Professor Marilyn Uzdavines

Conferral of Degrees......................................................................................................................... George L. Hanbury II

Farewell................................................................................................................................................. George L. Hanbury II

Dismissal of the Commencement................................................................................................Debra Moss Vollweiler

*Nova Southeastern University Anthem..........................................................................................................Cavanaugh

Hail Thee, Nova Southeastern! 
Bright sun shining new; 
Radiant star of our morning, 
Ever rising, true;

May thy wisdom serve as our constant guide 
and thy love a beacon strong, 
as throughout the world we spread thy name 
joining voice in grateful song:

Nova Southeastern, Alma Mater, 
By thy light imbue, 
Service, honor, loyalty, 
‘til our days are through.

Love Thee, Gray and Blue!

*Recessional

	 La Rejouissance..............................................................................................................................................Handel 
From Music for the Royal Fireworks

*The audience should stand during this part of the ceremony.

Nova Southeastern University Anthem

Words and Music by Mark J. Cavanaugh © 2010 Marx Music, Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted, with 
permission, by arrangement with Adorno Music (ASCAP). The unauthorized copying or use of this work, in 
whole or in part, is illegal.
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Juris Doctor Candidates

Joseph P. Abdel-Malak...............Jacksonville, Florida
Moneeb Abdelmonem.......................... Miami, Florida
Mayasa A. Abdul-Rahman............... Stafford, Florida 
Brandy Acevedo............................ Hollywood, Florida
Iryna Akar**.......................... Pompano Beach, Florida
Sarina Alba........................ North Palm Beach, Florida
Keith W. Alexander*............ Deerfield Beach, Florida
Vanessa J. Alvarez***..........................Hialeah, Florida
Andrew J. Ambert................................Sunrise, Florida
Erica I. Amor..........................Fort Lauderdale, Florida
Marie Evelyn Andrews................................Palm Beach  

Gardens, Florida
Marina Anise**.............................Corpus Christi, Texas
Dominic J. Annecca............Fort Lauderdale, Florida
Paige Hayley Appelbaum***..............Sunrise, Florida
Ana Arenas............................................... Miami, Florida
Liudmila Armas Marcelo*............................West Palm  

Beach, Florida
Veronika Balbuzanova***....Pembroke Pines, Florida
Monica Balyasny................Hallandale Beach, Florida
James L. Barber................................... Weston, Florida
Carly Bardfeld**....................................... Davie, Florida
Francisco J. Barreto*............................... Davie, Florida
Jennifer A. Bautista***...... Pompano Beach, Florida
Deion A. Benjamin.........................Gardena, California
Wendy Annabelle Louis Beswick-Robinson...............  

Davie, Florida
Shasta M. Beyer............................... Plantation, Florida
Rolando Blanco................................... Miramar, Florida
Jake S. Blumstein**.............Fort Lauderdale, Florida
Robert Borger**.......... Palm Beach Gardens, Florida
Giovanni Vincent Borges....Pembroke Pines, Florida
Aaron O. Bryan.................................... Miramar, Florida
Yarly Cabello*......................... Miami Gardens, Florida
Rebecca M. Canseco**.......Pembroke Pines, Florida
Joseph Capuano....................... Coral Springs, Florida
Paula Castaneda*............................ Plantation, Florida
Junie Cazeau........................................ Miramar, Florida
Sullyng C. Ceballos......................... Cutler Bay, Florida
Gary F. Celetti...................................Lauderhill, Florida
Khadijah Charles.......................... Cooper City, Florida

Juan Chaves Pernett.............................Tampa, Florida
Melissa E. Chin Loy............................. Miramar, Florida
Ashley N. Ciccosanti***.......................... Davie, Florida
Howard Preston Clark III..... Pembroke Park, Florida
Maritza Mileika Clop-Liriano........................Pembroke  

Pines, Florida
Elaina N. Colaianni...............Fort Lauderdale, Florida
Ivan J. Colon Pastrana............... Gurabo, Puerto Rico
Anabel M. Cordero..........................Lauderhill, Florida
Jessica Ventura Crain...........Boynton Beach, Florida
Marcos Cruz.............................................. Miami, Florida
Jonathon C. Daily**...........Murfreesboro, Tennessee
Caitlin D. Damone....................... Beverly Hills, Florida
Dominic Frank DeCesare*...................Jupiter, Florida
Lisset Bustamante De La Fuente.................Pembroke  

Pines, Florida
Michelle L. Del Pino................................ Miami, Florida
Kelly Ann M. DesRosiers....Highland Falls, New York
Michaela Rene Devine................................Palm Beach  

Gardens, Florida
Scott M. Diamond................................... Miami, Florida
Ina Doci...................................................... Sulmona, Italy
Nicole M. Dominguez............... Coral Springs, Florida
Deborah Ductant***............................... Miami, Florida
Tammy Eick***......................Fort Lauderdale, Florida
Arielle Lauren Victoria Ellis........................North York,  

Ontario, Canada
Maxwell A. Erd.............................. Winter Park, Florida
Chidinma Victoria Esiobu**........ Hollywood, Florida
Richardine Estaba*.............................Bronx, New York
Kelli A. Evangelist..................... Coral Springs, Florida
Austin C. Evans............... Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida
Ashley Nicole Fengler........Fort Lauderdale, Florida
Gabriel Pedro Fernandez Galiana.... Barcelona, Spain
Scheherazade Rebecca Ferrand*............................. Fort  

Lauderdale, Florida
Cecilia Ferrari............................................ Davie, Florida
Kyra L. Fesler...........................Boynton Beach, Florida
Nicholas Michael Fiorello*...............Parkland, Florida
Natalie C. Fischer*................................... Davie, Florida
Melissa C. Fisher....................................... Davie, Florida
Catalina Flechas Serna.....Sunny Isles Beach, Florida
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Alvaro A. Flores.............................Lake Worth, Florida
Alexander R. Forjan............................... Miami, Florida
James R. Foster.................................Palm City, Florida
Marsha K. Francis............................... Decatur, Georgia
Patricia Francois.......................... Woodstock, Georgia
Katheran M. Frank.......................... Plantation, Florida
Nicholas Freitas................... Pompano Beach, Florida
Tarah Valentine Friedman........Rochester, New York
Taylor B. Gablehouse...... Clarendon, North Carolina
Victoria E. Galan...................................... Miami, Florida
Diana I. Galvis.........................................Hialeah, Florida
Ryan Lee Gannon................................... Miami, Florida
Joshua Z. Garcia........................... Cooper City, Florida
Diana Marcela Garcia-Gomez..... Hollywood, Florida
Patrick Michael Gilday*.......................... Davie, Florida
Fredrick C. Givens.......................... Hollywood, Florida
Stacia R. Godkin............................Greenacres, Florida
Samuel R. Goldberg*...................Boca Raton, Florida
Alan Goldstraj.................................... Aventura, Florida
Christopher I. Gonzalez.................... Miramar, Florida
Samantha Leigh Gozlan*............Boca Raton, Florida
Robert Paul Greenbaum**....Fort Lauderdale, Florida
Gregory S. Greenberg..................... Marietta, Georgia
Jessica J. Gross**.................................... Miami, Florida
Dina J. Gutierrez*.................................... Miami, Florida
Brandon T. Haas***............................Parkland, Florida
Dustin D. Hammonds.............................. Davie, Florida
Claudiu E. Handaric*..................... Hollywood, Florida
Alexandra M. Hatfield**.......... Port St. Lucie, Florida
Rebecca A. Hertz................ Pompano Beach, Florida
Stepanka Hofmanova*......... Horice, Czech Republic
Matthew P. Hunt......................Coconut Creek, Florida
Serghei Ianachi**..........................Lake Worth, Florida
Carlos Ibarcena**.................................... Miami, Florida
Mark Ibrahim.........................Fort Lauderdale, Florida
Michael J. Ingram............................ Plantation, Florida
Jonathan A. Jaffe*.......................... Plantation, Florida
Leif Ivon Jeanty....................................... Miami, Florida
Ileana M. Jerez**...................................Hialeah, Florida
Aleeyah T. Jones....................... Port St. Lucie, Florida
Janicia F. Jones.....................Fort Lauderdale, Florida
Victoria Junkins....................................... Miami, Florida
Sarah Kagan***............................Dania Beach, Florida

Dara A. Kalish.................................Lake Worth, Florida
Eric Katz................................................. Weston, Florida
Marcus R. Kelly*.............................Lake Worth, Florida
Rosie Khachatryan..................................Dania, Florida
Brianna B. Khan.................................... Weston, Florida
Scott Koretsky....................................Parkland, Florida
Deividas Kursevicius**................................Palm Beach  

Gardens, Florida
Nicole Laliberte.......................Coconut Creek, Florida
Alexander James Lambert...................................... Fort  

Lauderdale, Florida
Joseph Patrick LeClair............. Coral Springs, Florida
Michelle C. Leroux.................................. Miami, Florida
Jonathan Jacob Levy........................Parkland, Florida
Geraldine Linares..........................Syracuse, New York
Sean M. Lindenau.................................... Davie, Florida 
JoAnna R. Llera................... Pompano Beach, Florida
Joshua B. Loren......................Boynton Beach, Florida 
Lyndsey Lovinger...................... Delray Beach, Florida
Alec Mallinger................................Boca Raton, Florida
Daniel Manyari......................................... Miami, Florida
Jorge R. Maria*........................................ Miami, Florida
Joseph Markovich.......................... Fort Myers, Florida
Stacey Marquez.............................Lake Worth, Florida
Patricia C. Martinez............................ Miramar, Florida
Amber Nicole Massey.................... Plantation, Florida
Yerlina Matos-Mejia...............................Tampa, Florida
Lauren Gabriel Matta..........Fort Lauderdale, Florida
Neesha M. Mauskar................................ Miami, Florida
Molly Elizabeth McCaffrey..... Delray Beach, Florida
Matthew W. McIsaac II..................... Marietta, Georgia 
Kyle R. Melanson.....................Winter Garden, Florida
Arneaud D. Mendes............................ Miramar, Florida 
Nicholas J. Meyer................................. Weston, Florida
Sam S. Moghadam........................Wellington, Florida
Robert David Walter Mollison..................Merseyside,  

United Kingdom
Andrea Montes Mejia***.....Fort Lauderdale, Florida
Jiri Moravec.................................. North Miami, Florida
Mariana Muci Torres.................... Valencia, Venezuela 
Ryan G. Nagle*.................... Lighthouse Point, Florida
Megan J. Nelson*..................................Sunrise, Florida
Victoria Teresa Newman.............. Hollywood, Florida
Eduardo Ochoa...................................El Portal, Florida
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Osebolulu Omo-Abu...................... Plantation, Florida
Emily G. Orlando..........................Lancaster, New York
Joshua Evan Padowitz***............. Plantation, Florida
Ronald Padron................ North Miami Beach, Florida
Michael Joseph Page**.................. Plantation, Florida
Whitney Page........................................Sunrise, Florida
Austin T. Palombizio....................Chesterton, Indiana
John A. Patrikis**.................................... Trinity, Florida
Andrea X. Pedraza............ West Palm Beach, Florida
Gabrielle Alexa Penalta...............Boca Raton, Florida
Milor De Jesus Perdomo**.... Pembroke Pines, Florida
Vanessa N. Perez*..................... Coral Springs, Florida
Chadwick R. Perry.................... Coral Springs, Florida
John T. Poland.......................................... Davie, Florida
Giulia Poli*......................................................Di Sco, Italy
Samantha Ponce..................Pembroke Pines, Florida
Shannon Price.............................. Hobe Sound, Florida
Talhia S. Rangel....................................... Miami, Florida
Alexander S. Rappe..............Boynton Beach, Florida 
Hunter Nunn Rhyne*.................. Ponte Vedra, Florida 
Rosa Rivera Landaverde*..................... Miami, Florida
Bianca Roberts.......................................Tampa, Florida
Liza D. Robles*......................................... Miami, Florida
James Roddy..........................................Naples, Florida
Adrienne Rodriguez............Fort Lauderdale, Florida
Jennifer A. Rodriguez........ Pompano Beach, Florida
Maria Victoria Romero.......................... Miami, Florida
David Andrew Rosano............. Coral Springs, Florida
Chad Justin Rosenblum............................North Miami  

Beach, Florida
Claudia E. Rubio...................Fort Lauderdale, Florida
Otis Lee Sanders III........................ Plantation, Florida
Natalia Fiona Savchyk........Fort Lauderdale, Florida
Michael Paul Schiff.................................. Davie, Florida
Sarah Jeanine Schultz*................ Clearwater, Florida

Bryan Siddique***.................................... Davie, Florida
Leonard Wilbert Sojor............. Delray Beach, Florida
Miranda Nicole Springfied..........Boca Raton, Florida
Thomas B. Sternberg**......Fort Lauderdale, Florida
Stephanie M. Stone.............Pembroke Pines, Florida
Adam Supraski**............ North Miami Beach, Florida
Lillian Duggan Thomas*.... Lighthouse Point, Florida
Rodney P. Thomas....................Riviera Beach, Florida
Jessica Tomé................... North Miami Beach, Florida
Cecilia Torello................................ Cooper City, Florida
Megan S. Torok**..................................... Davie, Florida
Christian Alexander Triay...................... Davie, Florida
Olestine Turenne*............. Lauderdale Lakes, Florida
Joseph Ullman.....................................Tamarac, Florida
Talya Van Embden......... North Miami Beach, Florida
Frank A. Vasallo...................................... Miami, Florida
Malorie Anne Vasallo.............................. Davie, Florida
Geovanna A. Vazquez....................... Orlando, Florida
Massiel C. Vazquez*............................... Miami, Florida
Gabriela Isabel Villamizar*..........Wellington, Florida
Angela Villanueva..................Boynton Beach, Florida
Mario Eduardo Villota.................... Plantation, Florida
Tanja Vucetic**............................... Hollywood, Florida
Adam Ross Wagner**........................Tamarac, Florida
Erin K. Weinstock........ Palm Beach Gardens, Florida
Jorge A. Werlang.................Fort Lauderdale, Florida
David John Williams.... Southwest Ranches, Florida
Lisa Joan Williams.................... Coral Springs, Florida
Whitney E. Wilson...............Pembroke Pines, Florida
Hannah R. Wolinsky***...................Suffern, New York
Haley Catherine Yackee*.................Parkland, Florida
Daniel Jacob Yanks**.................... Hollywood, Florida
Yipin Zhang............................................... Beijing, China
Raquel S. Zeitlin...................................... Miami, Florida

*	 Cum Laude

**	 Magna Cum Laude

***	 Summa Cum Laude
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Employment Law

Pamela Ann Byrd............................... Shalimar, Florida
Darrell L. Clark...........................Land O’Lakes, Florida
Laury Georges-Lane...........................Apopka, Florida
Caroline J. Hannah........ North Miami Beach, Florida
Eva Maria Hernandez................. Miami Lakes, Florida
Samantha T. Lloyd..............................Tamarac, Florida

Beverly A. Mclemore.......................Lauderhill, Florida
Laura Naranjo......................... Silver Spring, Maryland
Neil P. Newstein................ Royal Palm Beach, Florida
Sharitha Pope.......................Fort Lauderdale, Florida
Sarah Sadeo......................................... Orlando, Florida

Health Law

Melville Badway................ West Palm Beach, Florida
Shellian Bennett........................ Port St. Lucie, Florida
Vernell Bosie.......................................... Houston, Texas
Erin Michelle Breese......................... Wyoming, Illinois
Mary Anne Buggia.................................. Stuart, Florida
Jousies Calil.............................................. Miami, Florida
Jade Leyzel Cordova...........................Hialeah, Florida
Harith J. Dias...................... West Palm Beach, Florida
Felicia Epps.................................. Chesapeake, Virginia
Franketha L. Hodge.......... Lauderdale Lakes, Florida
Angela S. Hoover...............................Beaumont, Texas
Jertaer Janvier...............................Tallahassee, Florida
Claude L. Jones....................Fort Lauderdale, Florida
Shazia Maria Khan......Holly Springs, North Carolina
Maria Isabel Leyva..................... San Diego, California

Claudia Mack-Simon................ Port St. Lucie, Florida
Ann M. Mantle......................................... Humble, Texas
Madelyn Miller.............................Lehigh Acres, Florida
Richard Michael Perez................... Plantation, Florida
Karen Reinford-Perez........................ Miramar, Florida
Zabdy Anthony Reyes Milliam.....Patillas, Puerto Rico
Helene Dawn Roe..........................Wellington, Florida
Lorna May Scharschmidt........ Port St. Lucie, Florida
Daniel Siler................................. Brentwood, California
Christina Stafford........................Palm Harbor, Florida
Marjorie Diane Taylor.......................Glendale, Arizona
Jennie Marie Tromblee............ Oakland Park, Florida
Ricardo Velez..............................Carolina, Puerto Rico
Telicia Donyea Ward-Thomas....... Minneola, Florida
Ka’Ron Demente Wells..............Jacksonville, Florida

Master of Science Candidates

Education Law

Amy Ross Bradl...............................Bradenton, Florida
Brandi Kay Elliott..........................Tallahassee, Florida
Megan Furman.................................. St. Louis, Missouri
Connie Prairie........................................ Cincinnati, Ohio

Ashley Kristen Rivello...................Wellington, Florida
Libbi Roed.......................................Roseville, California
Adrienne Sturdivant-Miller......... Cornwall, New York
Henry Anthony Suckie, Jr............................ Hallandale  

Beach, Florida
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Law and Policy

Lillian Anderson.................................. Lantana, Florida
Ashley S. Baker...................................Parkland, Florida
Rhett Richard Baker................. Port St. Lucie, Florida
Pattilyn B. Bermudez....................Ponce, Puerto Rico
Tessa M. Bradford-Ward.................... Midway, Florida
Cerasela Conaway...............Pembroke Pines, Florida
Aeilissa F. Gillan.....................................Sunrise, Florida
Pamela S. Hankerson............Boynton Beach, Florida
Aquaria Nichole Harrell........................Tampa, Florida
Lynnette Kathryn Matthews....Brookhaven, Georgia

Macy N. Mertens........................... Palm Coast, Florida
Lourdes Montoto..................................Hialeah, Florida
Antonio Cesar Pena................................ Davie, Florida
Richard Allan Pendergrass, Jr......Brooklyn, New York
Vinoo Persaud Ramdat..... West Palm Beach, Florida
Makisha C. Rothmiller............................ Miami, Florida
Nykkia D. Singh....................Pembroke Pines, Florida
Readus Cordell Smith III............. Palm Coast, Florida
Chantera L. Taylor.......................... Hollywood, Florida
Idella Wade.......................... Charlotte, North Carolina
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Distinguished Honoree

Commencement Speaker

Paulette Brown, J.D., is a labor and employment lawyer and a past 
president of the National Bar Association and the American Bar 
Association (ABA), where she was the first African American woman 
to serve in that role. During her tenure as ABA president, Brown 
worked to promote diversity and inclusion in the legal profession and  
justice system. 

In a career spanning more than 35 years, Brown has served as a municipal 
court judge and in-house counsel to several Fortune 500 companies. 
She is currently a senior partner at the firm of Locke Lord LLP in  
New Jersey.

With a focus in labor and employment law and commercial litigation, Brown has represented employers 
in cases involving discrimination based on age, sex, marital status, sexual harassment, disability, race, and 
national origin. She provides diversity and inclusion/implicit bias training to employees at companies, law 
firms, and industry organizations. 

A litigator in federal and state courts, as well as arbitration forums for unionized and nonunionized 
employees, Brown is a certified mediator for the U.S. District Court, District of New Jersey, and a member 
of the Employment AAA Panel. Serving as president of the ABA from 2015 to 2016, Brown received its 
Spirit of Excellence and Margaret Brent Women Lawyers of Achievement awards.

She has received numerous law honors, including recognition as one of the Top Women in Law by the 
New Jersey Law Journal and one of the Top 25 Women Lawyers in New Jersey. The National Law Journal 
named Brown one of the 50 Most Influential Minority Lawyers in America, and U.S. News & World Report 
has named her one of the Best Lawyers in America.

Brown also was the recipient of the Award of Excellence from the Thurgood Marshall College Fund, the 
Gertrude Rush Award from the National Bar Association, and the Excellence in Diversity Award from the 
New Jersey State Bar Association.
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University Vision, Mission, and Core Values

VISION 2020 STATEMENT

By 2020, through excellence and innovations in teaching, research, service, and learning, Nova 
Southeastern University will be recognized by accrediting agencies, the academic community, and the 
general public as a premier, private, not-for-profit university of quality and distinction that engages all 
students and produces alumni who serve with integrity in their lives, fields of study, and resulting careers.

MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of Nova Southeastern University, a private, not-for-profit institution, is to offer a diverse array 
of innovative academic programs that complement on-campus educational opportunities and resources 
with accessible, distance-learning programs to foster academic excellence, intellectual inquiry, leadership, 
research, and commitment to community through engagement of students and faculty members in a 
dynamic, lifelong learning environment.

CORE VALUES

Academic Excellence
Student Centered
Integrity
Innovation

Opportunity
Scholarship/Research
Diversity
Community
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Board of Trustees

Ex Officio

Chair 
Alan B. Levan

Vice Chair 
Barry J. Silverman, M.D.

President and CEO 
George L. Hanbury II, Ph.D.

Secretary 
Samuel F. Morrison

Ronald G. Assaf

Walter Lee Banks, Sr.

Mitchell W. Berger, J.D. 

Rick Case 

R. Douglas Donn 

Arthur J. Falcone 

Steven J. Halmos

Carol Harrison Kalagher

Susanne Hurowitz 

Mike Jackson 

Milton L. Jones, Jr. 

Barbara Trebbi Landry

Nell Lewis McGuire, Ed.D. 

Albert J. Miniaci 

Anthony N. Ottaviani, D.O.

Charles L. Palmer

Kiran C. Patel, M.D.

Martin R. Press, J.D.

Paul M. Sallarulo 

J. Kenneth Tate 

Zachariah P. Zachariah, M.D. 

Michael J. Zager 

Marc G. Cannon II Melanie G. May, J.D. George I. Platt, J.D. Tony Segreto
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University Administrators

George L. Hanbury II, Ph.D. 
President and Chief Executive Officer

Harry K. Moon, M.D. 
Executive Vice President  

and Chief Operating Officer

Ralph V. Rogers, Ph.D. 
Provost and Executive Vice President  

for Academic Affairs

Frederick Lippman, R.Ph., Ed.D. 
Chancellor of Health Professions Division/Special 

Projects

 Daniel J. Alfonso, M.Fin. 
Vice President for Facilities Management  

and Public Safety

Ricardo Belmar, Ed.D., M.I.B.A. 
Vice President for Regional Campus Operations

Joel S. Berman, J.D. 
Vice President for Legal Affairs

Stephanie G. Brown, Ed.D. 
Vice President for Enrollment  

and Student Services

Ronald J. Chenail, Ph.D. 
Associate Provost for Undergraduate  

Academic Affairs 

Bonnie Clearwater, M.A. 
Director and Chief Curator of  

NSU Art Museum Fort Lauderdale

Marc Crocquet, M.B.A. 
Vice President for Business Services

Kyle Fisher, B.A. 
Vice President for Public Relations 

and Marketing Communications 

James Hutchens, M.L.S. 
Vice President for Information Services  

and University Librarian

Gary S. Margules, Sc.D. 
Vice President for Research  

and Technology Transfer

Ronald Midei, M.B.A., CPA 
Executive Director of Internal Auditing

Michael Mominey, M.S. 
Director of Athletics

Jennifer O’Flannery Anderson, Ph.D. 
Vice President for Advancement  

and Community Relations

Robert Pietrykowski, J.D., M.B.A., M.A. 
Vice President for Human Resources

Leonard Pounds, M.M.I.S. 
Vice President for Clinical Operations 

Irving Rosenbaum, D.P.A., Ed.D.  
Vice President for Operations,  

Health Professions Division 

Donald Rudawsky, Ph.D. 
Vice President for Institutional Effectiveness

Alyson K. Silva, M.AC., CPA 
Vice President for Finance  
and Chief Financial Officer

Robin Supler, J.D. 
Vice President for Compliance  

and Chief Integrity Officer

Thomas West, M.B.A. 
Vice President for Information Technologies  

and Chief Information Officer

Brad A. Williams, Ed.D. 
Vice President for Student Affairs and  

Dean of the College of Undergraduate Studies

Jeff Williams, CCM, CCE 
Manager, Grande Oaks Golf Club 

Ray Ferrero, Jr., J.D. 
University Chancellor

http://m.ac/
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the coordination and direction of today’s exercises.

Special Appreciation Is Extended To

NSU Commencement Planning Committee
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The Nationwide Interpreter Resource, Inc., for sign language interpretation of ceremony
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NSU Bookstore
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NSU Enrollment and Student Services
NSU Office of the University Registrar
NSU Office of Public Safety
NSU Office of Publications and Creative Services
NSU Physical Plant
The Rick Case Arena at the Don Taft University Center
GradImages™ Photography for the photography of the graduates

A Note on Photography
To maintain an orderly and dignified ceremony, one that our graduates can remember with pride and 
enjoyment, guests are requested to remain seated during the entire ceremony and recessional and to 
refrain from taking pictures of the candidates until after the exercises are completed.

The university has contracted with GradImages™ to take a full-color, close-up photograph of all graduates 
as they cross the stage as well as a formal portrait off stage. Graduates will be contacted after the ceremony 
about purchasing the photographs. GradImages™, 3490 Martin Hurst Road, Tallahassee, Florida 32312, 
800-261-2576, gradimages.com.

Your cooperation will ensure that the commencement exercises will run smoothly and that the ceremony 
itself will be a fitting occasion to mark this significant milestone in the lives of our graduates.

http://gradimages.com/
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Academic Attire

Ceremonial garments worn at academic functions take their meaning from the original centers of learning 
of the western world in the church of the Middle Ages. Caps, hoods, and gowns of the early students and 
monks have been held through the centuries to be traditionally symbolic of the scholarly devotion so basic 
to education and to the deliberate and orderly evolution of knowledge.

The introduction of classical studies, the gradual rise of the great universities across Europe, and the 
ever-increasing awareness of the decisive role of education in the entire development of civilization 
influenced leaders among academicians in their desire for a singular identity. In the attempt to create 
this differentiation, educators fell upon the medieval system of classic heraldry, whereby the coat of 
arms, assorted ornamental trappings, and patterns of colorful design had been adopted to denote the 
distinctive character of designated chivalric orders. The function of a pedagogical heraldry became, 
then, simply identification. As such, measures were taken to signify through distinctive markings on the 
academicians’ attire the institution that had granted the degree, the field of learning in which the degree 
had been earned, and the level of the degree, e.g., bachelor’s, master’s, or doctorate.

Of the three pieces of academic attire—the cap, the gown, and the hood—it is the hood that offers the most 
abundant and most readily discernible information about its owner. The inner lining of the hood identifies 
the institution at which the individual earned the degree. Some schools have adopted two-color patterns 
and introduced chevrons and bars in various designs to set themselves apart from other institutions. The 
velvet trim bordering the hood indicates the major field of learning, or faculty, in which the degree has 
been earned. The list at the conclusion of this section will explain this relationship. A final feature of the 
hood concerns its length and width and distinguishes further between holders of bachelor’s, master’s, and 
doctoral degrees. The length of the hood for the bachelor’s degree is three feet, closed at the bottom, 
and with a velvet border of two inches. At Nova Southeastern University, however, individuals receiving 
a bachelor’s degree do not wear a hood. A master’s degree holder has a hood three and one-half feet in 
length with a three-inch wide border, and the hood is slit at the bottom. Those individuals with a doctoral 
degree wear a hood four feet in length, open at the bottom with a five-inch border. 

The cut of the gown aids in differentiating between the three levels of degrees. The bachelor’s gown is 
relatively simple and falls in straight lines from an elaborate yoke. It may be recognized most readily by 
the long, pointed sleeves. The master’s gown is somewhat fuller and bears no adornment. The sleeves are 
oblong in shape and open at the wrist, with the rear part of the oblong square cut while the front edge 
has a cutaway arc. The doctor’s gown is more elaborate, with velvet panels down the front and around 
the neck of the garment. The sleeves are bell-shaped at the end and have three bars of the same material 
as the front panels at the upper portion of the arm. It is cut rather fully and may be ornamental in color.

The mortarboard or Oxford-type cap has been adopted throughout most universities in the United 
States, although tams have become increasingly fashionable to denote holders of the doctoral degree. 
Colored tassels are usually worn by holders of the bachelor’s and master’s degrees. These denote the field  
of learning.
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Honors

Students wear cords, pins, sashes, and medallions that reflect institutional and national academic honors 
as well as campus leadership, service, and engagement.

The color, indeed the flamboyance, of academic dress undoubtedly adds to the sense of occasion at 
academic ceremonies. But as its historical roots show, it has a much deeper significance. It is an outward 
sign of the universality of universities, and of their responsibility for certain timeless values essential to 
the freedom of inquiry: tolerance of alternative views and courage in maintaining one’s own tirelessness in 
the pursuit of truth and the free exchange of knowledge. Its wearing marks also the responsibility of the 
new graduate to maintain and uphold these ideals. These fundamentals of academic freedom have not 
been threatened in this country for more than 200 years, but the importance attached to the donning of 
traditional academic dress was underlined in recent years by scholars from Central and Eastern Europe; 
during the Cold War, their use of academic robes became a symbol of their refusal to be dominated 
completely by political forces and the state, and symbolized their persistent links to the worldwide 
community of scholars. Thus, the wearing of academic dress should be seen not simply as a sign of 
achievement, but as a symbol of the responsibility that falls on all members of universities.

Processional Banners (Gonfalons)
The gonfalon, a banner that hangs from a crosspiece or frame, originated in the medieval republics of 
Italy as an ensign of state or office. Gonfalons have been adopted in many universities around the world 
as college or institutional insignias, and many use them to identify and lead colleges and schools within 
the university in academic procession. The gonfalons represent the university and the various academic 
divisions of Nova Southeastern University.

The lower half of the gonfalon consists of the university insignia in various permutations. On the upper half 
is the name of a particular academic division of the university, along with a diagonal stripe in the color of 
that division’s principal discipline.

Arts, Letters, Humanities......................................White
Accountancy, Business...........................................Drab
Dentistry.......................................................................Lilac
Economics............................................................. Copper
Education..........................................................Light Blue
Engineering...........................................................Orange
Fine Arts...................................................................Brown
Law.............................................................................Purple
Medicine......................................................... Kelly Green
Music.............................................................................. Pink

Nursing................................................................... Apricot
Optometry............................................Sea Foam Green
Oratory (Speech)...........................................Silver Gray
Pharmacy.......................................................Olive Green
Philosophy.........................................................Dark Blue
Podiatry-Chiropody...................................... Nile Green
Public Administration, Human  
Service, and Criminal Justice................Peacock Blue
Public Health................................................Salmon Pink
Science.......................................................Golden Yellow
Social Science.........................................................Cream
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Mace

During the Middle Ages, the mace was an effective weapon in battle and also was displayed as a symbol to 
command order during royal gatherings, religious ceremonies, and university classes. As newer and more 
powerful military arms were created, however, the mace progressed into a symbol of authority and today 
is frequently used to lead religious and academic processions.

The mace was originally a wooden staff carried by royal messengers as a symbol to preserve order and 
usher royal functions. The early wooden staff of such royal messengers or lead ushers of ceremonial 
processions was transformed in the 14th century into an elaborate sterling silver mace. Eventually, in the 
15th century, it evolved into a symbol of academic excellence and dignity.

The Nova Southeastern University Mace

Before its merger in 1994 with Southeastern University 

of the Health Sciences, Nova University’s mace bore a 

sterling silver “nova star” symbolizing the university’s 

name and mission. Symbolically, Nova University’s 

“nova star” burned brightly, providing educational 

enlightenment to the world. Today, a new sterling silver 

mace highlights the past, present, and future through 

the inclusion of the original “nova star” representing the 

university’s past, surrounding the NSU seal. When not in 

official use, the mace is displayed in the rotunda of the 

William and Norma Horvitz Administration Building. 

In Latin, “nova” means new or innovative. Nova 

Southeastern University was created to be an innovative 

educational institution—to take the best of traditional 

education from the past and mold it to fit the needs of 

students for today and tomorrow.

NOTE: The listing of degree and academic honors candidates in this program is based upon PRELIMINARY information provided by 
each academic program office at the time of publication. The official conferral of degrees and awarding of academic honors occur 
upon satisfactory completion of all academic requirements. Publication in this commencement program does not determine degree 
or honors eligibility or represent an official listing of degree or honors recipients. The student's permanent record, on file in the Office 
of the University Registrar, remains the official testimony of the possession of a Nova Southeastern University degree.
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