
Hazardous Waste Classification DRAIN DISPOSAL

IS THE WASTE?

A LIQUID?
Waste CANNOT go 

down the drain.

DOES THE WASTE?

Contain any Radioactive 

Material?

Waste CANNOT go down the drain.

Waste is RADIOACTIVE.

Aqueous with only 

one phase? 
Waste CANNOT go 

down the drain.  

Waste is probably a 

Hazardous Waste

Contain significant toxics?

(alcohols ≥ 24%, metals, or other 

toxics?)

Waste CANNOT go down the drain.

Does the waste have a

pH>2 and pH <12.5?

(a strong acid or base more dilute 

than ).01N)

Waste CANNOT go down the drain.  

Waste is a Hazardous Waste.

Cannot neutralize, unless documented 

part of experimental procedure.

NO

Does waste have a

pH ≥ 5.5 or pH ≤ 9.5?
Adjust to 

pH ≥ 5.5 or pH ≤ 9.5

Dispose down the drain.

YES

NOYES


