
    

 
 

Tutors honored at the Second Annual  
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The ceremony held on April 20, 2009, was attended by Don Rosenblum, Ph.D., dean 
of the Farquhar College of Arts and Sciences; Saul Sztam, Ed.D., assistant dean for 
College Student Affairs; Marlisa Santos, Ph.D., director of the Division of  
Humanities; Shanti Bruce, Ph.D., assistant professor; Matthew He, Ph.D., director of 
the Division of Math, Science, and Technology; and Jason Gershman, Ph.D., 
assistant professor. 
All tutors were awarded certificates of appreciation, with graduating tutors receiving 
special small gifts. All were addressed by Briana O’Dowd, a graduating tutor and this 
year’s Commencement speaker. 
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Director’s Message
tells us that we are reaching more of 
you, and that the word is spreading 
about how we can help you. As we 
continue to expand and grow, I want 
you to know that we welcome your 
input and ideas and strongly urge you 
to complete the various surveys used 
within our office. Some are sent to 
students via email at the end of each 
semester; others are easily available at 
prominent locations throughout our 
office–Parker 100. Feel free to pick up 
a form and tell us what you think! 
 
Lisa Walther-Austin, Director 
 

Welcome to the fall 2009 semester!  The 
Office of Academic Services is committed 
to your success, and we want you to 
make this semester your best yet. As part 
of this effort, I invite you to peruse this 
newsletter and discover the variety of 
academic support resources and services 
we are proud to deliver.  
Over the past academic year, we 
witnessed significant growth in the 
number of tutoring appointments 
serviced. We also saw tremendous 
growth in the number of students who 
took advantage of our workshops and 
success coaching initiatives. This 

Tutor Profile 

Dorothy Simmons 
Math Tutor  
Orlando SEC 
 
Dorothy has been 
tutoring at NSU for over 
three years. She holds a 
Bachelor of Arts degree 
in Music and graduate 
hours in mathematics 
from UCF.  
Dorothy teaches high 
school mathematics at 
Dr. Phillips High School. 
She has been a high 
school mathematics 
instructor for 25 years 
and was a part-time 
teacher at Rollins 
College Upward Bound 
Program for 12 years.  
Dorothy says that she 
likes to teach and 
wishes to instill in others 
the knowledge that they 
can master 
mathematics. 
In the fall, Dorothy plans 
to continue her graduate 
work in mathematics at 
the University of Central 
Florida. 

 



    

Welcome New Staff 
 

We welcome several key staff 
members to our office: 
 
Teshie Herbert, 
Coordinator of  
Main Campus Tutoring  
 
 
 

     
    Armante Labady,  
    Coordinator of Testing

 
 
 
 
Amanda Klett,  
Administrative Assistant 
for Tutoring 
 
 
 
 
 

Tutors Needed 
 
The Office of Academic Services   
is looking for tutors in physics, 
organic chemistry, and statistics 
II. 
 
If you want to become a peer tutor 
(math, science, or business), you 
must have  
• A minimum of 30 earned 

credits 
• An overall GPA of 3.4 or higher 
• A “B+” or higher in any course to 

be tutored 

To apply, go to www.fcas.nova.edu/ 
academicservices, fill out an 
application, and drop it off at our 
office (Parker 100). 
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Math is like love – a simple idea but it 
can get complicated 

*** 
 
How does a mathematician induce 
good behavior in her children? 
-- "I've told you n times; I've told you 
n+1 times..." 

*** 
 
A biologist, a physicist and a 
mathematician were sitting in a street 
cafe watching the crowd. Across the 
street they saw a man and a woman 
entering a building. In 10 minutes they 
came out together with a third person. 
Biologist: “They have multiplied.”  
Physicist: “It’s an error in 
measurement.”  
Mathematician: “If one person enters 
the building now, it will be empty 
again.” 

*** 
 
A retired mathematician took up 
gardening, and is now growing carrots 
with square roots. 

Just a Joke 

Alyssa Baet 
Math Tutor 
Main campus 
 
Alyssa is a peer tutor 
specializing in various 
math and science 
courses. She 
transferred from BC’s 
College Academy 
program, where she 
earned a high school 
diploma along with an 
Associate of Arts 
degree. She is now in 
her final year as an 
undergraduate student 
in NSU’s Dual 
Admission Program 
for Pharmacy and is 
working towards 
earning her Bachelor 
of Science degree in 
Biology. Alyssa is also 
the vice president of 
Nova’s Pre-Pharmacy 
Society.  
For Alyssa, tutoring 
has provided an 
opportunity to help 
others, while also 
keeping her math and 
science knowledge 
fresh and ready for 
pharmacy school. She 
enjoys tutoring 
students who are 
motivated and eager 
to learn the material. 
You may also see 
Alyssa answering 
phone calls or booking 
tutoring appointments 
at the front desk.  

Tutor Profile 

Faculty Corner 
 
Dear Faculty, 
 
Have you been to our office for a 
tour? Have you met our tutoring 
coordinators and our tutors? 
 
Please feel free to come in, meet 
those who work here, and see what 
we have to offer. 
 
We are always happy to customize 
our services to your specific needs. 
Come in so we can discuss different 
ways to collaborate for the purpose 
of student success. 
 

www.fcas.nova.edu/academicservices 

Farquhar College of Arts and Sciences
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Contact Us 
 
Main Campus 
Parker 100 
Monday–Thursday 
8:30 a.m.–7:00 p.m. 
Friday 
8:30 a.m.–5:00 p.m. 
Saturday 
10:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m. 
(Hours subject to 
change) 
 
Front Desk           
(954) 262-8350 
 
Lisa Walther-Austin, 
Director            
(954) 262-7919 
 
Gail Levine,  
Assistant Director   
(954) 262-8354 
 
Teshie Herbert, 
Coordinator 
Main Campus Tutoring 
(954) 262-7902 
 
Natalie Candela, 
Coordinator 
Off-Campus Tutoring 
(954) 262-8356 
 
Armante Labady, 
Coordinator Testing 
(954) 262-8373 
 
Student Educational 
Centers 
To make an 
appointment, call 800-
757-7257, ext. 28350 
Tutoring hours vary. 
 

 

 

www.fcas.nova.edu/academicservices 

MCAT Mock Testing 
– Now Available! 
 
Testing Services is now offering 
MCAT mock-testing at selected dates 
during the academic year for those of 
you preparing to take the exam in the 
next 6-12 months. The mock exam is 
a computer-based “real” MCAT exam 
that is administered under real test 
conditions.  For more information, 
please contact: 
TestingServices@nova.edu or call 
(954) 262-8370. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EYE Q Speed 
Reading Program 
EyeQ is a computer-based software 
program that guides you through 
various exercises that help strengthen 
the brain-eye connection in an effort to 
enhance your reading speed and 
comprehension.  A trial program was 
implemented over the last year, and 
students using the program reported 
great success.  For more information, 
please contact: AcademicServices@ 
nova.edu or call (954) 262-8350. 
 

Success Coaching  
 
Want to enhance your academic skills? 

Work with a success coach on 
developing a time management plan 
to balance school, work, volunteer 
activities, and social obligations. 

Coaching sessions can help with an 
array of issues that college students 
often encounter.  They may range from 
discussing strategies for planning a 
paper, organizing notebooks, or 
discussing ways to prepare for an 
upcoming chemistry test.  With a coach, 
students are able to discuss present 
obstacles that may be preventing them 
from reaching their greatest potential.   

Here is what students say about 
success coaching: 
Ana Delgado: “The benefit I received 
from coaching was knowing how to be 
more organized, plan ahead, and 
recognize my limitations and overcome 
them. “ 
 
Caitlin Seymour: "The best thing about it 
is that it is personal. The staff actually 
sits down with you, gets to know you, 
and together you custom-fit a plan and 
schedule that works for you and your 
academic AND social life." 
  
Steffani Russo: “Starting college can be 
challenging for any incoming freshman. 
Academic services became my second 
home. I came in not only for coaching 
but for tutoring.  The benefits were 
endless.”  
 
Success coaching allows students to 
explore and discuss techniques that will 
assist in achieving academic success.  
Topics frequently addressed include 
transitioning to college, developing time 
management plans, developing study 
plans, and strategies for incorporating 
effective test-taking techniques.  
The key to student success is making an 
early connection with support services. 
 

Education is 
difficult and 
expensive. 

Whatever it costs, 
it is cheaper than 

ignorance. 

Farquhar College of Arts and Sciences


